
A film by Phillip Darlington

THE MONEYSHOT
An in your face comedy



A blacklisted 
cinematographer 
gets pulled by 

his high school 
friend into the 

early-2000s 
porn boom and 

learns that 
easy money 
never stays 

easy.THE MONEYSHOT



Journey into the Other Hollywood… 

Based on true events

SCOTT: 
Skilled  
Ethical 
Idealist

PAUL: 
Money  

Addiction 
Opportunistic

THE MONEYSHOT



Post-9/11 America. The internet is 
booming after the dot-com crash. DVDs 
reign. It's the wild west of online 
monetization - a perfect storm for 
their venture.

The World in 2005… 

THE MONEYSHOT



BOOGIE NIGHTS meets NIGHT SHIFT

- immersive, 
dramatic descent 

into a seedy 
business

- yet, lighter, more 
sardonic “two guys 
stumble into this 
world” energyTHE MONEYSHOT



After consulting veteran 
producer Dick Romaine (Jim 
Hanks), Scott and Paul nail 
their first successful shoot.  

With Paul's capital, they go 
all-in on “F-University” - a 
series about college admins 
teaching wannabe porn actors 
the craft.

THE MONEYSHOT

The Set-up 



Scott documents their 
business while Paul 
exploits the talent. 
Money flows. Cocaine 
follows. Paul spirals 
into obsession while 
Scott meets Dawn, a 
24-year-old computer 
store smarty, who 
represents 
everything he 
thought he'd lost.

The Complication 



The Descent  
Paul's drug use escalates. His sexual exploits 
mirror addiction. Scott's rescue efforts create 
unbearable tension - Paul accuses him of 
destroying their business model.

Paul loses everything, broken by the 
experience. Dick remains neutral - he 
saw it coming. Scott finds redemption, 

moral value and falls in love. He finds 
redemption not by escaping his past, but 
by protecting others from repeating it.

The Resolution



$24 million

$42.8 million

BUDGET: $15 million
GROSS: $43 million

$8.1 million

$21.1 million

BUDGET:

GROSS:

BUDGET:

GROSS:



     W
ATERFALL DETAILS 

Total Budget = $100 

Profit Returned to LLC = $242 

First payout (120%) = $120 

Remaining money to be split = $122 

    - $
61 to Investor 

    - $
61 to Production 

Investment = $100 

Example of Investor Payout = $181 

Return on Investment =

Hypothetical Investment Return 
The Moneyshot is targeted at a mature, 
adult audience (18 - 55), likely including 
those nostalgic for the Y-2K Era.

65%


